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ASSESSING A COMPLEX COMMERCIAL BUILDING FOR MOLD

By: Larry Schwartz, President & Founder of Safestart Environmental

CIRSx

Date: 1/12/2024
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ASSESSING A COMPLEX COMMERCIAL BUILDING FOR MOLD

Potential Areas of Conflict of Interest:

e Consulting Contract to perform research for Air Answers
e Performs expert testimony for plaintiffs and defendants for mold litigation
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ASSESSING A COMPLEX COMMERCIAL BUILDING FOR MOLD

BSME engineering degree from Purdue University
MBA from Northwestern University

He has successfully passed the Indiana Professional Engineer Examination and the National and lllinois Professional Home Inspection
Examinations

Larry has performed over 10,000 investigations of properties for which he has investigated, created remediation plans, performed testing, and
issued post remediation verifications

Larry authored a chapter entitled, “Building Science and Human Health”, in a medical textbook titled, Nutrition and Integrative Medicine for
Clinicians, Volume 2 published by CRC Press

Larry is the sole environmental expert on a national study, with a team of physicians, on a research project into sources of causes for Alzheimer's
and Dementia patients.

Certified Indoor Environmental Consultant (CIEC), Certification #0703091, by The American Council for Accredited Certification, sanctioned by the
(CESB) Council for Engineering and Scientific Specialty Board.

He is a Certified Infrared Thermographer, Level |, Certificate #19735, by Flir Systems, Inc., Boston, MA. This Certification meets the requirements of
the National Society of Non-Destructive Testing which includes classroom, laboratory, testing, and documented field experience

CIRSx | SurvivingMold Webinar “| Dream of GENIE” Volume 6 January 12, 2024

Adam’s County Courthouse

AFIFTY+ YEAR OLD
COURTHOUSE IN
DOWNSTATE ILLINOIS

87,000 SQUARE FEET
5 LEVELS INCLUDING A

BASEMENT LEVEL AND AN
OLD UNUSED JAIL ON THE
TOP LEVEL
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IS THE BUILDING OWNED PRIVATELY OR IS IT A PUBLIC BUILDING

e WHO IS THE CLIENT? AN OWNER? A MANAGER/OFFICER?
e WHAT ARE THE CLIENT’S NEEDS AND MOTIVES?

e WHAT IS THE PURPOSE?

e ARE THERE OCCUPANT HEALTH COMPLAINTS?

o WHAT EXACTLY ARE THEY LOOKING FOR FROM YOU?
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“TO BE OR NOT TO BE?” THAT IS THE QUESTION

e TRADITIONAL VERSUS INFLAMMATORY

e SHOULD YOU EDUCATE THE CLIENT IF THEY ONLY WANT
TRADITIONAL AND WHY?

e DO THEY ALSO WANT A REMEDIATION PLAN? YES OR NO, OR IS IT
OPTIONAL?

e WHO WILL THEY BE SHARING THE REPORT WITH?
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GATHERING PRELIMINARY INFORMATION

e OBTAIN RECENT FLOOR PLANS AND BLUEPRINTS THAT INCLUDE
MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT AND DUCTWORK

e OBTAIN ANY MAINTENANCE RECORDS OF HVAC EQUIPMENT

e DELINEATE PRIVATE AND PUBLIC AREAS WHERE THE PUBLIC MAY
ENTER AND USE THE BUILDING
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FLOOR PLANS
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DESIGNING THE PROPOSAL...FIRST:

e |F THERE ARE HEALTH COMPLAINTS:

o CREATE AND PASS OUT A SURVEY TO THE EMPLOYEES
o DETERMINE AREAS OF “HOT SPOTS”
o DETERMINE CATEGORIES OF SYMPTOMS

o CREATE A CHART LAYING OUT TOTAL AND CATEGORIES OF Sx ON A
CHART AND THEN ONTO THE FLOOR PLANS
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CREATING THE PROPOSAL

BASED ON TRADITIONAL OR INFLAMMATORY, DETERMINE WHAT AREAS IN THE
BUILDING NEED HOW MANY OF WHAT TYPE OF TESTS PERFORMED

DETERMINE HOW MANY INVESTIGATORS WILL BE NEEDED TO PERFORM TESTING,
SEARCHING FOR CAUSES USING VARIOUS INSTRUMENTS AND METHODS.

DETERMINE HOW MANY DAYS WILL BE NEEDED TO PERFORM THESE TASKS AS WELL AS
A DAY TO PREP THE STAFF AND PREPARE C-O-Cs, MATERIALS FOR TESTING, ETC.

DETERMINE HOW MANY PERSONAL HOURS WILL BE NEEDED TO REVIEW ALL DATA AND
CREATE A REPORT BASED ON DECISIONS OF EACH AREA EXAMINED AND THE BUILDING
IN TOTAL

DETERMINE IF HVAC INVESTIGATION IS TO BE A PART OF THE INVESTIGATION

NOW CREATE THE PROPOSAL A~
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Report Example

Testing Outcome:

Insssessng e egree of enuronmerta concems eatieto oD rovthne3ch area, e feviewed and anaizeo tn resufs ofne
above listed tests. along with the visual information, particle densities and questionnaire data. From this, we identiied each test type results
25 being acceptatle. poentaly harTul o unaceeplae T8N {0 recommended Ieshaids. These resus re coreated by a coorcodea
map, Included In the attachments sent wih this report.

Red: Unaccsptable
‘Orange: Near Unacceptable
Yellow: Potentially Unacceptable
Green: Acceptable

Blue: Active Moisture.

K taway . ly Acceptable levels as safe

th Floor Overall Results: Unacceptable

On alllevels of the courthouse. there was a presence of hydrophilic mold species (that require high moisture levels on 1000 SouTCes 10 grow)
such as Stachybotrys. Chaetomium and species of Aspergillus. These are all considered as more virulent on health effects and are indicative
of continuous Nigh levels of moisture and water i the environment. We additonally observed high levels of rust on metal surtaces, as noted
In our observations below. This also s Ingicative of high levels of moisture and water n the Indoor environment.

e testng resuts It ware sent 10 abortones prvides formtonof bothcuren nd Nstoc vater and moslure damage n e buking
See the reports attache

Obsenuations inside i handers and supply an retunplnurs,whichwere accessile urng ourmvestgaton ndcate some have erix
insulation. is high hurmidiy is virtually al tionally. the:
Yok coblion o e, ewe o o acMORE, Mkl o Of Gl v eSaacc Cotohie kT SMEH Syl
is a transporation system moving air from one location to another. Specifically. the location of some air handlers are not on the same level of
the bulding where the ai is being transported to.

ROOM

PARTICLE
DENSITIES

FUNGL10
SURFACES

FUNGI-10
SUPPLY VENT

AR SAMPLE | SWABITAPE | MISC (Questionnaire Data)

Maintenance
(

8790

Outdoor level:
230

Unacceptable

Elevations of
Chactomium

NA - Acceptable NA - Number of Individuals with Health Effects: NA

PHOTOS:

VISUALS:

‘Concrete flooring thats painted

Open ceiling:

s Discomeced i duct on s val eiing.
tcoming out ofhe vers, see i

hop.
ging anomalies atne time of ur investigaton

ROOM

PARTICLE
DENSITIES

FUNGI-10 SURFACES

FUNGI-10
SUPPLY VENT

AIR SAMPLE | SWAB/TAPE | MISC (Questionnaire Data)

PROBATION
OFFICES
(S-B)G)

5550

Outdoor level:
230

Unacceptable -

Elevated levels of

Stachybotrys

Acceptable - Acceptable - | NA Number of Individuals with Health
s

Effects: 1

PHOTOS:

Probation Offices

VISUALS:

VCT tles in hallway, carpet n offces
rice 1 owerson walk, capeting ne stanon ceing vent dossn ook 100 sty
the room. Not 100 dt

Office 2 fish on the wall, carpetin

‘and tan goin

oce3 e
orice

Office 9 rou

25 Cacs rpe

o o0 On wal, CATpetng Stans on wall and Gusty vent
5 on wallpaper, carpeting dusty vernt
‘Small tain on celing and dusty vent

SRt S g 129 capetngduty ver's o
Printer area dust

Sasebal pilues, carpe, austy ventduston eiing
Office 8 Carpeting dusty vent

Ind Mmirfor dusty vent, window i office:

Office 10 art on wall, carpet, dusty vent
Ofice 11 purple wall dusy vent

Offce 12

e 15 wo G2 carpetng, o supples sty

‘We recommend a review of all pnotos, aboratories and notes to fully UNGerstand the assessment provided.
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PERFORM A REPORT REVIEW MEETING WITH THE CLIENT TO EXPLAIN THE
REPORT AND ITS RESULTS AND ANSWER THEIR QUESTIONS AND OFFER

PROFESSIONAL OPINIONS AS NEEDED

e |F DESIRED BY THE CLIENT OFFER A MEETING WITH THE
EMPLOYEES TO PRESENT THE SAME
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CLOSING COMMENTS
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Safestart Environmental

Website: safestartiag.com

Email: general@safestartiag.com

Phone: (847) 913-9200
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